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system, however, Judaism, did give a religious sanc-
tion to aggression; not with a view of conversion, but
of extirpation. The Jews were cursed for sparing.
Mahomet quotes both Moses and David to justify
war, but_applies the example to defensive "ones.

But we must look at conduct as well as maxims.*
Perchance in this case, as in many others, the one
may belie the other. The first wars of Mahomet in
Arabia were defensive. The war with the Greek
Empire arose out of the assassination of an envoy.
The career once entered upon, they were placed in
just warfare with the whole of the then world. It
was impossible that aggressive war should not take
place; but I confine myself to the original code, and
the early period by which its character was formed
and its principles fixed. The spirit of aggression
never breathed itself into that code which formally
incorporated the law of nations as a portion of the
faith, and the Mussulmans, in the hour of triumph,
were always ready to say, "Accept our faith, and
you will cease to be even tributary; you will enter
into full fellowship with the conquering people." It
is this, which was a generosity then undreamt of,
which became the ground of the charge in practice
of propagating religion by the sword. As these

* See note at the end of the Essay.